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to the new look  November edition of Milton Matters. 

Pictured above is Dyson the lurcheroodle obviously taking drastic steps to find his bone 

(picture supplied by  Councillor Simon Glazebrook!). To continue the dog theme we 

seem to be having a little trouble with dogs fouling (I have had several letters on the 

subject) so will reflect these requests with a mention here for us all to clean up after 

our pooches.  

The new bin system is now fully in place so let me know how you think it is going—and 

if you want me to include more information about the rotas etc.  just let me know.  You 

may have heard that BT is rolling out an optic fibre broadband service to some areas in 

the country, which will greatly improve broadband speeds. In order to get on the list, 

we have to vote on their online ―petition‖ for the Rowstock exchange to be upgraded. I 

have done it and it is very easy – go to www.racetoinfinity.bt.com and follow the steps! 

Regards, The Editor 

  

 

November 2010 

http://www.racetoinfinity.bt.com/
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Message from our District 

Councillor 
 

By the time readers suffer my latest missive the Chancellor 

will have revealed the scale of the challenge for local au-

thorities in terms of the reduction in support grant. Whilst 

we don’t yet know the form of the changes, we have been 

left in no doubt that they will require a reappraisal of the 

way councils work. We are being held up as an example of 

“how to do it” in terms of our shared officer structure with 

SODC, albeit the costs incurred last year in the restructur-

ing (several hundred thousand pounds) have yet to pay for 

themselves in savings reflected in year end accounts. Offic-

ers are preparing various options as to cost saving possibil-

ities, no doubt there will be more to report on this next 

time. 

 

My fellow Councillor Reg Waite (Harwell etc.) has been 

tireless in his efforts to hold officers to account on the new 

waste arrangements, and it seems as though we are slowly 

getting there. Whilst the majority of the 50,000 houses in 

the Vale have their new bins, some still don’t, which is 

causing a bit of a problem 3 weeks after rollout. The big 

problem seems to be that the helpline is rather over-

whelmed by the volume of “enquiries” (not complaints 

obviously) and it can be difficult to get through, or make 

progress once one has. May I suggest that anyone still 

experiencing difficulty emails me and I will do my best to 

take it up with the relevant people? 

  

With regard to bin liners for the food bins, these are for 

sale in our local major supermarkets, but for those who 

prefer not to buy them,  it is suggested that the caddies 

could perhaps be lined with newspaper instead of a biode-

gradable sack, and then washed out weekly . 

 

On a more optimistic note, a recent report has noted that 

Abingdon and Wantage have seen a significant recovery in 

retail trading activity, measured by the reduction in vacant 

shops. This is following a general trend of limited recovery 

in the South East, albeit Faringdon (along with e.g. Lam-

bourn, Newbury) is still finding times to be tough. 

 

To discuss which broadsheet is most absorbent and effi-

cient for the containment of kitchen scraps, or to discuss 

other pressing local authority matters, please come and 

visit me at my surgery at 9am Saturday 20th November 

Steventon Village Hall.  

 

Mike Murray 

Ofsted       Raising Standards Improving lives 

Red Dragon Partnership Foundation 
stage Unit 

The office for Standards in Education, Children’s Service and 
Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to achieve excellence 
in the care of children and young people. 

The inspection of Red Dragon pre School was carried out by 
Ofsted on the 22nd September 2010 

Here are just a few comments from the Ofsted report 

The overall effectiveness of the early years provision 

Overall the quality of the provision is good. 

Children are progressing well through enjoyable and stimu-
lating experiences that strongly promote their individual 
learning and development. 

The effectiveness of leadership and management of the 
early years provision 

Staff demonstrate a good understanding of their responsi-
bilities to safeguard children. 

The quality and standards of the early years provision and 
outcomes for children 

The environment is welcoming and child centred and chil-
dren develop a strong sense of belonging. 

The staff support children well in underpinning their under-
standing of safety 

Children make good progress towards the early learning 
goals 

 If you would like a complete copy of the Ofsted re-
port please contact 

Caroline Burgess at pre school or by telephone on  
07979805547 
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MILTON MARKET 

2 hand operated sewing machines good work-

ing condition £15 each 

pine kitchen unit. 2 drawers, 2 cupboards, 
shelved top VGC £50  

Microwave/grill 800W good working order £12  

tel 01235 861933  

Fender  Frontman 25R 20W Electric Guitar ampli-
fier VGC 

tel 01235 834425 

 

APPEAL FOR HELP 

We have lost our much-loved cat. She was last 
seen on Thursday 16Th September. 

 

She is a small, long-haired black cat with bright 
yellow eyes. She has been fitted with an iden-
tity chip. 

If you have seen her or can help in any way 
please call on 01235 833142. 

Thank you for your help. 

Alison Fuller 

Milton Mutters 

Oh dear! Just when we thought it might be working 
ok, there have been so many issues regarding collec-
tions! Most parishioners in the Heights and Steven-
ton Hill have not had a collection and some have not 
had bins and those that didn’t have bins put out stuff 
that was not then collected etc. etc. And, for those of 
us, like me that live in Willow Lane………..last week 
the collection was at 6.15 a.m. and I didn’t realise 
what a noise it would make! Still our own knight in 
shining armour in the name of Reg Waite our district 
councillor is on the case! Reg has been wonderful in 
finger wagging and along with Margaret Turner, they 
have been dealing with many many queries. Let’s 
hope it gets sorted soon. 

Isn’t it awful having to go through Drayton and Ste-
venton or down past the power station to go south 
(or north in my case) along the A34! I am afraid it is 
something that we are going to have to put up with 
for some months. However, with luck, we won’t have 
to put up with huge trucks turning right into the High 
Street from Milton Park, getting as far as the Park 
Club and then realising they can’t go any further. The 
police are on this particular case and I understand 
that signage is going to be strengthened. 

A few parishioners have asked about the Milton char-
ities of which the parish councillors automatically 
become trustees. The granting of monies by the two 
charities is a transparent process and each year at 
the Annual Parish Meeting, accounts are provided. 
However, next month I will prepare a separate article 
about the two charities and explain how we operate 
them so that all will be clear to all. 

Finally, we have now had absolute confirmation that 
the Rowstock part of the parish will be moving to 
East Hendred parish from next year at the time of the 
elections. Our own parish is still one councillor short 
and we are actually entitled to have eight councillors, 
so please, if anyone is interested in being a council-
lor, next May is the time to pounce! In theory there 
will be elections for a new council then. However, we 
did not have an election in the last round. 

 

Best wishes 

Keith Sadler 

Chairman, Milton Parish Council. 



Milton Matters 

The Seasonal Gardener 

Well it’s certainly got a lot colder a lot quicker this year! I’m 
in triple layers already and fighting the urge to have the 
heating on all the time. But outside hopefully we’ll have 
many more of these glorious sunny days that at least make 
getting out in the garden much for pleasant. 

With the cold setting in and that biting cold wind at least it’s 

encouraging the leaves to come off the trees quickly. How-

ever, they can do a fair amount of damage if left on lawns or 

the crowns of herbaceous plants that have already been 

readied for winter. This year I’m hoping to only do 1 or 2 

rounds of the garden sweeping up the leaves. And it gives 

me the perfect excuse to get my leaf blowing toy out to 

play! I know, they’re not the most eco friendly bit of kit and 

can make a consider-

able amount of 

noise. However, in a 

large garden they 

can make very short 

work of the billions 

of leaves. If you have 

one, as with any 

noisy bit of gardening kit, just use it with consideration. 

There must be nothing more frustrating on a rare warm 

weekend out in the garden, whether working or sitting, than 

an hour’s worth of machine noise!! And if you would like a 

good work out I can vouch for the warmth you can build up 

with a rake. Once you’ve made your piles of leaves, what do 

you do with them? You can fill up your brown bin or you 

could make leave mould with them. Fill a compost bin or 

several black bags, make sure air can get to them and park it 

out of sight for a year. The leaves rot down and leave you 

with the perfect garden mulch for free! 

Now is also the time to be getting those tulip bulbs 
in, either the ground or in your pots. Remember to 
protect them against those pesky squirrels! And for 

the veggie gardener, 
any spare space on your 
veggie plot can be sown 
with green manure.. You 
can get bags of seed 
from the garden cen-
tres. Not only does this 
help prevent weeds 
growing in the space, 
but very easily enriches 

your soil come spring, simply by turning it over and 
digging it into the plot. I say easily, if you’re on clay 
soil this might be another work out! But that work 
will help your soil structure and make the digging 
easier for the future. 

 

The winter pruning is upon us with a vengeance 
too. But don’t just throw your clippings away. Re-
member, new plants can be very easily created 
from the discards of old! When pruning your shrubs 
try trimming down the bits 
you cut off and sticking 
them in a pot of well drain-
ing soil. Cut the sticks to a 
length about as long as 
your forearm, take off any 
side branches and cut the 
bottom end at an angle. 
Then cram a load in, about 
a third deep, all around the 
edge of a pot. Park the pot 
out of sight and check on it 
every month or so. Come 
spring you may be lucky 
enough to see new growth 
on those twigs giving you 
some new plants for free! 

 I know someone who created a whole box hedge 
this way. And if you’ve seen the price of small box 
plants, let alone the large ones, you’ll realise this is 
really worth a try. 

Happy Gardening! 

Sara Southey  

Southey Gardening Solutions  

07860 454514 
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Wantage East Neighbourhood Policing update  

 The Wantage East Neighbourhood Team continues to tackle 
the issue of dog fouling on our area. Regular patrols are car-
ried out by us to remind people who we see dog walking of 
the implications for them when not cleaning up dog mess. 

Vale of White Horse Dog warden 01235 52 02 02 or visit 
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk 

The Police Community Support Officers (PCSOs) continue to 
carry out speed checks in the Wantage East villages with the 
Speed Indication Device (SID) and the Automatic Number Plate 
Recognition (ANPR) machine. Owners of vehicles found to be 
exceeding the speed limit will be contacted. 

The Wantage East Neighbourhood Team continues to patrol 
on our area to tackle the issues of parking. It has been brought 
to our attention that parking has become a problem in certain 
villages outside schools at drop-off and collection times. Think 
before you park; please do not park your vehicle in a danger-
ous position or cause an unnecessary obstruction as you could 
receive a fixed penalty notice. 

Potash Bridge closure in Milton Park 

From 11 October 2010 to the end of January 2011, Network 
Rail and Oxfordshire County Council will close Potash Lane 
Bridge for repairs. Traffic will have access onto Milton Park via 
this bridge but diverted off via the Didcot link A4130. For more 
information visit www.miltonpark.co.uk/potashlaneIncidents 

PC Steve Lynch with Officers from the Wantage West Neigh-
bourhood were directly involved, in the arrest of three people 
in an operation to prevent diesel thefts. Numerous items were 
seized and enquires are on-going. 

PC Steve Lynch was involved in an Operation to prevent Hare 
Coursing, One person seen acting suspiciously was a legitimate 
landowner. 

PCSO Mike Clayden was directly involved in a vehicle seizure 
under Section 165A of the Road Traffic Act 1988 driving with 
no insurance. 

PCSO Denise Clements attended the opening of the New Style 
Acre Café at Savages Garden Centre in Blewbury. This was 
opened by Tim Henman in front of approximately 300 people. 
Denise helped for several hours serving tea and coffee. 

PCSO Catherine Johnson gave a talk to WI in Lockinge and Ar-
dington. 

Forthcoming Have Your Say Meetings 
(HYS) 

HYS. 3 November 2010.18.00-19.00 Steventon Village Hall. 

HYS. 4 November 2010.1900-2000 Chilton Village Hall 

HYS. 6 November 2010. 1745-1845 Upton Village Hall. 

HYS. 15November 2010.1200-1300 Milton Park Café Mil-
ton Park. 

HYS. 20 November 2010 1500-1600 Harwell Village Hall. 

HYS. 27 November 2010 1130-1230 Ardington Police Of-
fice. 

HYS. 27 November 2010 1000-ммлл 9ŀǎǘ IŜƴŘǊŜŘ {ƴŜƭƭΩǎ 
Hall. 

HYS. 29 November 2010 1900-2000 Blewbury Village Hall. 

Have Your Say online 

You can now send non-emergence messages to us 
using the online form that is available on the 
Thames Valley Police website. A number of people 
have already sent their concerns using this method. 
For you to do that please follow the link http://
www.thamesvalley.police.uk/yournh/yournh-about
-nh-pol/yournh-about-nh-pol-meetings.htm 

Halloween guidance 

Parents or responsible adults should accompa-
ny children on Halloween trick or treat nights 
to make sure that they stay safe. Please identi-
ty neighbours who are willing to have trick or 
treat calls. Make your neighbours aware of 
what time you expect to call at their house. 
Discuss with these neighbours what treats are 
appropriate. 

Useful tips: 

* If money is given, identify a charity for this to be donat-
ed to. 

* Discuss with your children what ‘tricks’ are 
acceptable. 

* Discourage older children (teenagers) from 
trick or treating – it is an activity for young 
children. If they are old enough to trick or 
treat on their own, then they are too old to do 
it. 
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Letters to the Editor 

 

Dear Sir,  

I live in Milton village and would like to find a owner 

of a chocolate or black Labrador male dog who would 

like to help my chocolate Labrador Holly have pup-

pies. She has had a litter before but this time I would 

to use a local stud dog so the owners can see and be 

part of the process of having puppies if they would 

like to. Rearing puppies is something I find both fun 

and rewarding. Although Holly is a pedigree she is not 

registered so any puppies would not be registered 

either. I'm only interested in rearing happy, healthy, 

home reared puppies to make wonderful family pets. 

I would expect to pay some sort of remuneration for 

this and we could discuss this if anyone is interested.  

Please contact Trish on 07949173759 if you or your 

dog is interested.   

 

 

 

Dear Sir,  

 I am the wife of John Cooper eldest son of the late 

Evelyn Cooper (churchwarden) and Humphrey 

Cooper (stonemason) who lived in Stonemasons at 

Coopers Corner. Evelyn was the first editor of Milton 

Matters and is probably still remembered by older 

residents. The family is scattered now but we all 

have fond memories of Milton and the family’s long 

connections with the village and of course the family 

graves are there. It was great to discover the web-

site and I am sure Evelyn would have enjoyed the 

fact that Milton Matters had continued long after her 

time. Best wishes from the family to all who remem-

ber Evelyn and Humphrey . 

 Lillias Cooper  

(email sent to the parish website) 

St Blaise School...can you help 
please? 

St Blaise School, Milton Heights, operates a 

minibus which is a valuable school resource 
that helps to provide transport to and from 

school for pupils who live in Milton Village, 
access to school visits and residential trips, as 

well as to numerous other extra-curricular 

activities. 

The minibus is now 12 years old and in order 
for the school to continue to provide this val-

uable service we need to purchase a new 

minibus. We would very much like to discuss 
with companies the possibility of advertising 

their services in recognition of a financial con-
tribution towards the cost of a new vehicle. 

If you are interested in supporting the chil-
dren in your community please contact the 

Head teacher Mrs Chalmers on 01235 831368 

 

 

 

SUTTON COURTENAY LOCAL 

HISTORY SOCIETY 

ñSERVANT LIVES IN VICTORIAN & 

EDWARDIAN ENGLANDò 

Tuesday 9th November 

The Village Hall 7.30 pm 

Dr Pamela Horn is a social historian 

who lectures on social history and 

has published many books on the 

subject. Her illustrated talk will 

look at the lives of servants and the 

homes they served, including some 

of local interest. 

All welcome Members £2 Non 

Members £3 
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Police Community Support Officer: 

Larry Gardner,  larry.gardner@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk 

Your Milton Councillors 

Oxfordshire County Council 

Stewart Lilly (Milton) 2 Hengest Gate Harwell Village Ox11 

0HH Stewart.Lilly@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

Iain Brown, (Milton Heights)  Janus, Westcot Lane, Sparsholt,  

Wantage OX12 9PZ  iain.brown@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

Parish Clerk  

Lucy Dalby  817464 email lucy.dalby@googlemail.com 

   Your Milton Parish Councillors 

ŸKeith Sadler, Chairman, 48 Willow Lane 821793 

keithsadlr@aol.com 

ŸSimon Jennings, Vice Chair  37 The Bung, 831665 

sscjennings@btinternet.vom 

ŸNick Adderley,  67 Midwinter, 820172nadderley@rm.com 

ŸRobert Fyfe, Milton Mill, 831270 robert-

fyfe@btconnect.com 

ŸRon Liquorish,  Rosevale, Wantage Rd 833007  

ronliquorish@btinternet.com 

ŸSimon Glazebrook Millbrook House, High Street 831237 

Millbrook@millbrookhouse.org.uk 

Vale of White Horse District Council 

Margaret Turner, m 15 Tyrrells Close, Harwell, 821248 

 margaret.turner@whitehorsedc.gov.uk 

ŸReg Waite 7, Hengest Gate, Harwell, OX11 0HH 

Reg.waite@whitehorsedc.gov.uk 

ŸTerry Fraser,  33 Naldertown, Wantage, OX12 9EA 766003 

 terry.fraser@whitehorsedc.gov.uk 

ŸMike Murray 10 Milton Lane, Steventon. OX13 6SA 

 Michael.murray@whitehorsedc.gov.uk 

Contributions to Milton Matters are 

most welcome.  

Please be sure to include your name address 

and phone number. Contributions can be sent 

to the editor by email or post, and must be 

received before the 20th of the month. We 

reserve the right to edit articles as required.  

Submissions are welcomed by post to:- 

Christmas Tree Cottage,19 School Lane, Ox14 

4EH 

or by email to Johnflosim@hotmail.com 

For enquiries relating to advertising please 

contact Martin Woodgett   at 41 High St Milton  

or by phone on  01235 834053  

 

MILTON WEEKLY ACTIVITIES 

Sunday  

10.30am  Service Methodist Church 

11.00am Service St. Blaise 

Monday 

 10.00am Mums and Toddlers St Blaise 

(2nd and 4th week of month) 

9.00am PACT Baby Group St Blaise School 

 Tuesday  

9.00- 10.30 Toddler Time  St. Blaise School 

1.30pm Fishmonger High  St  

7.00pm DAMASCUS Youth Group Com. Ctr 

 7.30pm Bell Ringing St. Blaise 

 Wednesday 

 9.30am  Greengrocer Admiral Benbow 

 6.00pm  Crusaders Community Centre 

Thursday 

9.00-10.30 Toddler Time St Blaise School 

7.30pm Fish and chip van High Street 

 8.00pm Old Speckled Hen Clog Dancing Com-

munity Centre 

Friday 1.50pm Art Club Methodist Church 

7.00pm All ages  Methodist Church 

Games Club 

Milton parish at a glance 
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Regular events at the Methodist 

Church 

 

Sunday worship 10.30.  

Services are led by different people each week - local preach-

ers from the circuit or our own minister, Rev Peter Bennett. 

We are always pleased to welcome anyone who would like 

to join us. 

Lunch Club- first Tuesday of the month, 12.15 for 12.30 

A two course lunch (made as far as possible with local ingre-

dients ) is served for £3/person. After the lunch we have a 

speaker for about half an hour. Special diets (gluten free, 

diabetic, vegetarian  for example) can be provided if we are 

notified at the time of booking. Lunches should be booked 

through Mary Hancock (848336) or Geoff Caudle (531409) a 

minimum of a couple of days in advance.  

Art Group 2-4.00p.m. every Friday. If you enjoy painting you 

might be pleased to join our group- we meet each Friday 

afternoon, generally to progress our own projects but occa-

sionally we have a tutor. Sessions cost £2 to include refresh-

ments. 

Games club  

We are suspending the games club for a few weeks but hope 

to open it again in a fresh incarnation when we have estab-

lished what sort of event could  better serve the village.' 

 

ROMAN CATHOLICS IN MILTON 

Milton is part of the Roman Catholic parish of Our Lady and 

St. Edmund in Abingdon. 

The parish priest is Father Tom Taafe ( 01235 520375 ). 

Sunday Masses are at 8-00 a.m., 9-30 a.m.,11-30 a.m., and 7-

00 p.m. 

Mass is celebrated at St, Mary's East Hendred on Sundays at 

9-30 a.m. 

The parish priest is Father Terence FitzPatrick 

 ( 0118 9715356 ). 

 

Church open daily from 9-00 a.m.- 4-00 p.m. 

Rector: The Reverend Colin Patching 

The Vicarage,73 Field Gardens 

Steventon ( 01235 831243 ) 

Churchwarden:  Martin Woodgett 

41 High St ( 01235 834053 ) 

Requests for Baptism 

Please see the Rector at Mums and Toddlers 

  ( second and fourth Monday of the month ) 

Requests for Weddings 

  Thursdays at Steventon Vicarage   7-30 to 8-30 p.m. 

 

Services for November 2010  

November 7th.  
8-00 a.m.          Holy Communion 

11-00 a.m.         Thought for the Day 

 November 14th    Remembrance Sunday    

10-45 a.m.         at the War Memorial 

11-00 a.m.         Eucharist at St. Blaise 

November 21st.  

11-00 a.m.         Parish Eucharist 

November 28th.  

11-00 a.m.         Family Service 

 

 

 St Blaise 

Church 
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St Blaise Church of England 

Primary School Achieving excellence togeth-

er  

As autumn draws into dark evenings and cold weather, the 
school children have been turning their thoughts to autumn 
leaves and more particularly to the colours and exotic dis-
plays of bonfire night and fireworks. 

Poplar Class have been learning lots of new exciting words 
to describe fireworks. They have been writing some fantas-
tic poetry and then learning how to transcribe this into a 
laptop printout. 

Kai writes 

Fireworks zoom and explode in the sky Like shooting stars 
and rockets. Bang! Crash! I like it! Watch carefully It looks 
like a rainbow pantomime.’ 

Cameron says 

‘Fireworks are beautiful exploding in the sky Fireworks bang 
in the sky! Fireworks are like shooting stars across the gold-
en leaves. Leaves crunch across the street.’ 

Kaycee describes 

‘Fireworks like sirens shooting up high. Beautiful shiny star-
dust sparkling in the sky. Bang! Flash! Crash! Waking chil-
dren from their sleep rushing to the window to take peek. 

Red, blue and purple berries like rubies, sapphires and ame-
thysts. Berries like little drops of paint Cranberries as red as 
a robin’s breast Blueberries as blue as the sky. 

Leaves like blobs of paint Leaves drifting delicately down the 
alleyway Reds, orange and yellow leaves like a glowing 
crackling fire Leaves falling from the tree gently like snow-
flakes falling from the sky.’ 

Harry thinks 

‘Fireworks are like rockets shooting higher and higher Ex-
ploding like sausages popping in the sky Delicate leaves like 
snowflakes from the tree’. 

The children’s use of adjectives and similes is impres-

sive ...but I’m not sure I like the sound of snow quite so early 

in the year!! The school has some lovely autumnal colours 

displayed everywhere in their art work on the wall. Visitors 

are always welcome to come and visit and find out more 

about the school. 

Red Dragon Pre-School 

 

Red Dragon Pre-

School is a small and friendly inde-

pendent setting for children aged 2½-

4 years. Established for over 15 years, 

Red Dragon is an integral part of St 

Blaise Church of England Primary 

School, Milton and benefits from ac-

cess to many of the school's facilities 

and outside play areas. 

 

The small class sizes and high staff to 

child ratios enable children to feel se-

cure and settle quickly. A small set-

ting ensures your child will have the 

opportunity to develop close friend-

ships within their peer group and ena-

bles our team to ensure that learning 

is fun and meaningful and to provide 

the security and confidence of a fa-

miliar, trusted and supportive carer. 

 

 

Please feel free to come and see us in 

action ï all visits are welcome. 

Monday ï Friday 8.40-12am term-

time only 

For more information call Caroline 

Bradbury on Tel: 01235 831368 

Red Dragon Pre-School ï St Blaise 

Church of England Primary School, 

School Lane, Milton Heights, Abing-

don OX14 4DR 
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News from the Park 

12 Hour Row -a-thon for Milton Park Team  

  

The MEPC Milton Park on-site team and occupiers 

from Milton Park took part in a 12 hour row-a-thon on 

Friday 15 October to raise money for LandAid. 

  

Each member of the team had to row for 30 minutes 

minimum, the longest time was rowed by Paul Pavia of 

MEPC Milton Park, the furthest distance in 30 minutes 

was completed by Callum Cummings of Carbon Colour. 

All in all the team 

rowed an amazing 

162,150km. 

  

The team started 

rowing at 7:30am 

and continued to 

row until 7:30pm. 

  
So far the row-a-thon has raised over £350 for the Lan-

dAid Charity, and it is not too late to support the team 

please visit - http://www.justgiving.com/Milton-Park-

Milton-Park to donate. 

 Search for a Marathon Runner  

 The MS Therapy Centre based at 37e Milton Park is 

looking for someone to run the Virgin London Marathon 

for them in 2012. 

  

The runner would need to be able to raise a substantial 

amount of money for the charity and have plenty of mo-

tivation to run the 26.2 miles. 

 If you fancy taking up the challenge please contact 

Sue Doran at the MS Therapy Centre -

 ms.therapy@btconnect.com 
  

OBNôs 2010 Annual Awards 

Dinner  

Some of the UK’s bioscience sector major success sto-

ries have been recognised at the Oxfordshire Biosci-

ence Network Annual Bioscience Awards Dinner 2010. 

The Awards were held at the Museum of the History of 

Science and Exeter College, Oxford on 15 September. 

  

 The award winners, four of which are based at Milton 

Park, were: 

 Green Biologics Best Biotech Fundraiser 

Oxford Immunotec Best MedTech Fundraiser 

Millipore Biopharma Services Best Biotech Dealmaker 

G-Nostics Best MedTech Dealmaker 

Microbial Solutions Best Early-Stage Biotech 

OrganOx Best Early-Stage Medtech 

 

Dr Jon Rees, OBN’s CEO, said: “It is always a pleasure 

to have the opportunity to celebrate the real business 

successes being delivered by our member companies 

and this year’s Awards dinner was no exception. The 

winners highlight the ongoing strengths of the Oxford 

and South East bioclusters and the impact science-

based companies are having across a range of 

healthcare and environmental areas.” 

James Dipple managing director of MEPC Milton Park 

commented “We have been sponsors of OBN for the 

last five years and these awards are a great way of 

recognising success. I would like to congratulate all of 

the winners and runners up.” 

  

About OBN 
OBN is a not-for-profit business network which pro-

vides comprehensive support for biotech and medtech 

companies in the Oxford and South-East England bio-

cluster and beyond. Our activities can be summarised 

as networking, partnering and group purchasing. 

Through its delivery of Europe's fastest growing bi-

opartnering and investment conference, BioTrinity, 

OBN generates more R&D-company-to-investor inter-

actions than anyone else in Europe. OBN is sponsored 

by Shire, as Corporate Patron, and Corporate Sponsors 

MEPC, Manches, PiR Interims, SRG, James Cowper, 

Focus, Citigate Dewe Rogerson as well as by its exten-

sive membership of R&D companies and other compa-

nies across the entire life sciences industry ecosystem. 

http://www.justgiving.com/Milton-Park-Milton-Park
http://www.justgiving.com/Milton-Park-Milton-Park
mailto:ms.therapy@btconnect.com


Milton Matters 

Village Fun Quiz Night  

M.I.C.E proudly present a Village Quiz 

Night 

St Blaise Church on Saturday 27th Novem-

ber at 8.00pm ï 10.00pm 

We hope you will join us for a pleasant 

evening pitting your wits against other vil-

lagers in our 

Fun Team Quiz, teams up to 6 members. 

Entrance will be £5.00 per head (£4 in ad-

vance) and will include a warm supper. 

Wine & soft drinks will be available. 

Proceeds towards running costs of Church. 

Tickets can be pre-purchased from Paul & 

Joy Browning 

T e l  8 3 4 8 6 9  o r  e- m a i l 

paul.browning@btinternet.com 

 

MILTON MUTTS 

Lola and Tilly obviously keen to be out for 

a walk! 

Fresh Air Machines 

Conifers must be the ultimate plant group for year-round 
appeal. Any weather, any season, almost any soil, they 
are there delivering the goods. There is such diversity 
amongst conifers; you can get even more visual value by 
planting species and varieties with unusually coloured 
leaves. And it isn’t just the benefit of what we see; it has 
been proven scientifically that the needles of conifers 
trap and neutralise those deadly disease-causing particu-
lates thereby improving air quality around our homes and 
workplaces. Style and fun are the key concepts to have in 
mind when thinking about conifers. Dwarf species, for 
example Pinus mugo, are full of natural humour. Take P. 
mugo ‘Mops’, that almost spherical little tree that works 
so well in beds and borders, or Pinus pumila (Dwarf Sibe-
rian pine), another star whose diminutive family member 
‘Compacta’ will happily slot into most garden situations. 
These dwarfs need only a couple of metres of ground and 
will give so much year-round value in return. 

Similarly, many of the golden conifers available in this 
country are dwarf varieties which make them highly 
adaptable for use in smaller gardens or in areas of special 
interest such as rock gardens. In these situations they can 
provide colour and interest, especially when many other 
garden plants are dormant. The leaves of some take on a 
bronze tinge in winter which is an added colour bonus 
and all will look fabulous encrusted with hoar frost or 
dusted with a covering of snow. Here are a few species 
and varieties that deserve a special mention. From the 
family of the White cedar, Thuja occidentalis ‘Rheingold’ 
is highly valued for its golden-yellow foliage. No survey of 
ever stylish conifers would be complete without a men-
tion of Scots pine (Pinus sylvestris) ‘Gold Coin’. This slow 
growing shrub sports intense golden foliage and achieves 
a height and spread of approximately 2 metres.Grow the-
se conifers in deep soil with good drainage. They will do 
best in sheltered, sunny positions. A little reminder . . . 

Autumn is the perfect time for planting - nature does so 
much of the work for you if you can get plants in at the 
right time of year. You can plant right up to early Decem-
ber provided we don’t have any hard frosts. So focus on a 
new gardening project this autumn - perhaps revamping 
borders by splitting plants and repositioning them or add-
ing new plants and trees to newly created borders or oth-
er areas of the garden. Also remember to get spring-
flowering bulbs in now. 

Anne Hendry, The Garden Centre, Newington, Nr Stad-
hampton, Oxon, OX10 7AW 

Open Tuesday to Sunday, 10am – 4pm November to Feb-
ruary, 10am – 5pm, March to October 



Milton Matters 

It appears that we have quite a few keen photographers in and around the village. By popular vote we are 

now looking to start up a small but enthusiastic group of amateur and keen photographers. The idea is that 

we can meet up fairly regularly and discuss all aspects of photography, sharing our knowledge and resources. 

Hosting at the pub allows us to set up a range of opportunities including a studio type environment and pro-

vides for an ideal meeting point, relaxing and informal by the log fire! From the start we intend to be a friend-

ly, fun group and welcome everyone from beginner to pro. Don't be put off by the jargon or confusing and 

complex hype, or intimidated because someone can take cool pictures. Although we might discuss elements of 

this, our goal is to be out shooting pictures and having fun, learning as we go from each other and discovering 

a new and exciting interest. We intend to meet up on the Thursday of the week around 9pm after the bingo 

finishes. Please pop in and speak with Dom who is also joining the group and get the latest info and dates and 

times. Winter is an ideal time to grab some lovely pictures so come along and get involved.  

  

We are now on Facebook and have at last managed to go online. www.theadmiralbenbow.com We can be 

found on Facebook by googling the Admiral Benbow at Milton - we usually pop into the first page of results. 

Our email is thebenbow@btconnect.com. Take away orders are growing well and starting in November we are 

trialling a new curry and Indian menu from the nationwide leading provider.   

  

Our Christmas menu is now available and we are currently taking bookings for parties, functions and Christ-

mas day dinner. We have a fabulous PA / disco system and can happily entertain for you. This year we are 

offering a 3 course feast on Christmas day for just £25 all in. Numbers are limited and early booking with de-

posit is advised to avoid disappointment. Throughout the festive period a 2 course Christmas meal can be had 

f o r  £ 9 . 9 5  w i t h  a n  e x c e l l e n t  c h o i c e  o f  d e l i c i o u s   m e n u s  a v a i l a b l e .   

  

On December the 11th we again host another open microphone night. On the last occasion musicians from as 

far away as Swindon and Newbury turned up for a most entertaining night. I would like to thank Alan Mew 

and Andy Boon for their fabulous support last time in organising and managing this event. So if you fancy jam-

ming around or maybe just coming along for some cracking entertainment make sure you stick the 11th De-

cember in your diary – you never know it may be you that has the X factor in Milton! 

Dom  (The Admiral Benbow) 

http://www.theadmiralbenbow.com/
mailto:thebenbow@btconnect.com

